
 

 

 

 

Quest: World War II 

Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast how different groups of people 

experienced World War II.  

 

WWII Timeline 

1914 Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand starting WWI 

1919 Treaty of Versailles 

1939 WWII begins 

1939 Blitzkrieg 

1940 Battle of Britain 

1941 Pearl Harbor 

1942 Midway Battle 

1943 Japan loses battle at Guadalcanal 

1944 Battle of the Bulge 

1945 Atomic Bomb 

 

Day 1: Meet the People 

Assign each student a perspective in World War II. Have students do preliminary research on 

their perspective throughout the class period. Suggested: WWII Perspectives  

 

Day 2: Explore Timeline  

Students will explore the WWII Quest through their assigned perspective. Encourage students 

to reflect on how each timeline event would have affected their person. As students learn more 

about the history, they will start crafting a story for their person. Suggested: WWII Perspectives 

Notes Sheet 

 

Day 3: Create a Narrative 

Using ChronoQuest, students will begin to add their person’s life events to a timeline that 

corresponds to the historical events in the WWII Quest. The result will be an interactive, 

historical fiction timeline depicting the life of their person throughout World War II. Suggested: 

Diary Quest Planning Sheet 

 

 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/aftermath/p_versailles.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005437
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/07/world-war-ii-the-battle-of-britain/100102/
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor
https://www.navy.com/battle-of-midway
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/exhibits/road-tokyo/guadalcanal
https://www.army.mil/botb/
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0809.html


 

 

 

 

Extensions (E) and Modifications (M) 

1. Expand diary timeline to cover WWI and WWII (E) 

2. Students are assigned more than one perspective to explore (E) 

3. Assign readings/videos discussing real-life experiences of WWII players (M) 

 

 

Standards Addressed 

CCSS ELA Reading: Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas 
CCSS ELA Reading: Range of Reading and Level of 
Text Complexity 
CCSS ELA Writing: Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge 
CCSS ELA Speaking & Listening: Comprehension and 
Collaboration 
CCSS ELA Speaking & Listening: Presentation of 
Knowledge and Ideas 

ISTE Empowered Learner 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d 
ISTE Digital Citizen 2b, 2c 
ISTE Knowledge Constructor 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d 
ISTE Innovative Designer 4a, 4b 
ISTE Creative Communicator 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d 
ISTE Global Collaborator 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d 
 

 

 

WWII Perspectives 

There were many different perspectives of World War II. Below are just a few example personas 

from groups affected by this war. This list is in no way exhaustive and teachers are encouraged 

to add personas based on their learning goals for this unit. 

 

American soldier : 19 year old man drafted in 1944, served one year abroad, was wounded in 

combat 

What did it mean to be an American soldier in 1944?  
 
 
Notes on Research:  
 
 
 
Based on your research and imagination, fill out the questions below. 
Name of your Person: 
Family information:  
 
Other relevant information about your person and their perspective:  
 
 
 

 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/student-resources/research-starters/research-starters-us-military-numbers


 

 

 

 

 

British soldier: 18 year old volunteer in 1940, served on a naval ship in the Pacific arena  

What did it mean to be an British soldier in 1940?  
 
 
Notes on Research:  
 
 
 
Based on your research and imagination, fill out the questions below. 
Name of your Person: 
Family information:  
 
Other relevant information about your person and their perspective:  
 
 
 

 

 

Japanese-American citizen:  12 year old girl, sent to an internment camp with her family in 1942 

in California 

What did it mean to be a Japanese-American citizen in 1940?  
 
 
Notes on Research:  
 
 
 
Based on your research and imagination, fill out the questions below. 
Name of your Person: 
Family information:  
 
Other relevant information about your person and their perspective:  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/77/a3331577.shtml
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/japanese-american-relocation


 

 

 

 

 

Family on the Homefront: 30 year old woman recruited to work in the war industry in 1943 

What did it mean to be “on the homefront” in 1943?  
 
 
Notes on Research:  
 
 
 
Based on your research and imagination, fill out the questions below. 
Name of your Person: 
Family information:  
 
Other relevant information about your person and their perspective:  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WWII Perspectives Notes Sheets 

Who is your person?  
 
 
 
Using your research and your imagination, describe in as much detail their feelings on the 
historical events below.  

Event 
Historical 
Significance 

Your Person’s 
Perspective 

Potential Outcomes 

Assassination of 

Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand starting WWI 

   

Treaty of Versailles    

WWII begins    

Blitzkrieg    

Battle of Britain    

https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-wwii-home-front.htm
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/aftermath/p_versailles.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005437
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/07/world-war-ii-the-battle-of-britain/100102/


 

 

 

Pearl Harbor    

Midway Battle    

Japan loses battle at 

Guadalcanal 

   

Battle of the Bulge    

Atomic Bomb    

 

 

Diary Quest Planning Sheet 

In history, we tell stories. You have been researching a particular perspective to learn how the 

events of World War II affected groups of people differently. Using the Diary Quest Planning 

Sheet to help plan your person’s World War II Timeline. 

Your person’s life before this 
event 

Event Effects on your Person’s Life 

 Assassination of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand starting WWI 

 

 Treaty of Versailles  

 WWII begins  

 Blitzkrieg  

 Battle of Britain  

 Pearl Harbor  

 Midway Battle  

 Japan loses battle at Guadalcanal  

 Battle of the Bulge  

 Atomic Bomb  

 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor
https://www.navy.com/battle-of-midway
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/exhibits/road-tokyo/guadalcanal
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/exhibits/road-tokyo/guadalcanal
https://www.army.mil/botb/
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0809.html
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-franz-ferdinand-assassinated
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/aftermath/p_versailles.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005437
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/07/world-war-ii-the-battle-of-britain/100102/
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor
https://www.navy.com/battle-of-midway
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/exhibits/road-tokyo/guadalcanal
https://www.army.mil/botb/
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0809.html

